Optometry Now Part of Primary Care Under ACA
Since the fall of 2008, the American Optometry
Association (AOA) has advocated for the inclusion of
optometry services in the definition of preventative and
primary care under the Federally Qualified Health
Centers (FQHC).1 The 36,000 member AOA made
numerous concerted efforts to promote optometry as a
primary care health service, including: establishing the
AOA Community Health Centers (CHC) Committee;
holding numerous meetings with the Health Resources
and Services Committee (HRSA); and, forming
EyeTAC, the AOA-based consulting service.2 The
AOA’s goal has been achieved, as the Patient Protection
Affordable Care Act (ACA) has included vision care in
its definition of preventive and primary health.3

The ACA designates $9.5 billion for the construction of
new health centers in underserved areas and the
expansion of preventive and primary health care
services, including vision services, at existing health
center sites over the next five years.4 The Expanded
Services (ES) initiative established by the ACA has
been allocated $335 million of this funding to “boost
access to primary health care,” according to an October
26, 2010 announcement by Kathleen Sebelius, Director
of the Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS).5 Existing health centers, as defined under
Section 330 of the Public Health Service Act (PHS), are
eligible to apply for the ES initiative funding. To
receive funding, applicants must expand their existing
primary care medical capacity to underserved
populations in their area, and must propose to use the
funds to begin directly providing or to expand existing
primary care services.6 Vision services eligible for this
funding include comprehensive eye exams and specialty
(or clinical) services.7 The deadline to apply for ES
funding is January, 6, 2011.8

expansion proposals – which encompass vision care,
oral health, behavioral health, pharmacy services, and
enabling services – may be submitted, but are not
required.
Consequently, health centers need not
incorporate vision care expansion into their plan in order
to qualify for ES funding. If a center does chose to
allocate funds for service expansion, only up to onethird will be available for this purpose, which will then
be divided between the four qualifying services.9
Despite the limitations presented by the guidelines, the
availability of funds for vision care expansion is
unprecedented. Advocates for the inclusion of vision
care as a primary care service should view this as a
starting point for primary vision care, and health centers
should welcome the opportunity to provide an additional
service to patients who otherwise may not be able to
afford the care.
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It is important to note that the guidelines provided by the
HRSA regarding allocation of the ES funding may
minimize the effect that these funds have on vision care.
Health centers will be required to allocate at least twothirds, and up to 100 percent, of their federal funding
toward “Expanded Medical Capacity” (EMC) of
currently-designated primary care services. Service

© HEALTH CAPITAL CONSULTANTS

9

“HRSA Announcement: Availability of Expanded Services
Funding for Existing Health Centers under the Affordable Care
Act” Barry J. Barresi, AOA internal memo (October 26, 2010).
“HRSA Announcement: Availability of Expanded Services
Funding for Existing Health Centers under the Affordable Care
Act” Barry J. Barresi, AOA internal memo (October 26, 2010).
“HHS announces the availability of up to $335 million to boost
access to primary health Care,” By HHS Press Office (October
26, 2010),
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2010pres/10/20101026a.html,
(Accessed 11/1/10).
“Health Center Expanded Services (ES) Fiscal Year 2011” By
HRSA, CFDA# 93.527, p. 1.
“HHS announces the availability of up to $335 million to boost
access to primary health Care,” By HHS Press Office (October
26, 2010),
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2010pres/10/20101026a.html,
(Accessed 11/1/10).
“Health Center Expanded Services (ES) Fiscal Year 2011” By
HRSA, CFDA# 93.527, p. 1.
“Health Center Expanded Services (ES) Fiscal Year 2011” By
HRSA, CFDA# 93.527, p. 8.
“HHS announces the availability of up to $335 million to boost
access to primary health Care,” By HHS Press Office (October
26, 2010),
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2010pres/10/20101026a.html,
(Accessed 11/1/10).
“Health Center Expanded Services (ES) Fiscal Year 2011”
By HRSA, CFDA# 93.527, p. 3.

(Continued on next page)

Robert James Cimasi, MHA, ASA, FRICS, MCBA, AVA, CM&AA, serves
as President of HEALTH CAPITAL CONSULTANTS (HCC), a nationally
recognized healthcare financial and economic consulting firm headquartered in
St. Louis, MO, serving clients in 49 states since 1993. Mr. Cimasi has over
thirty years of experience in serving clients, with a professional focus on the
financial and economic aspects of healthcare service sector entities including:
valuation consulting and capital formation services; healthcare industry
transactions including joint ventures, mergers, acquisitions, and divestitures;
litigation support & expert testimony; and, certificate-of-need and other
regulatory and policy planning consulting.











HCC Home
Firm Profile
HCC Services
HCC Experts
Clients Projects
HCC News
Upcoming Events
Contact Us
Email Us

HEALTH CAPITAL
CONSULTANTS (HCC) is an
established, nationally recognized
healthcare financial and economic
consulting firm headquartered in
St. Louis, Missouri, with regional
personnel nationwide. Founded in
1993, HCC has served clients in
over 45 states, in providing
services including: valuation in all
healthcare sectors; financial
analysis, including the
development of forecasts, budgets
and income distribution plans;
healthcare provider related
intermediary services, including
integration, affiliation, acquisition
and divestiture; Certificate of
Need (CON) and regulatory
consulting; litigation support and
expert witness services; and,
industry research services for
healthcare providers and their
advisors. HCC’s accredited
professionals are supported by an
experienced research and library
support staff to maintain a
thorough and extensive knowledge
of the healthcare reimbursement,
regulatory, technological and
competitive environment.
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