CMS Issues Reversal in Reimbursement Cuts to Nuclear Imaging Services
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)
released a technical correction to the 2010 Medicare
Physician Fee Schedule final rule on May 11, 2010,
which specified significant increases in reimbursement
regarding several nuclear imaging codes for myocardial
perfusion imaging (MPI), cardiac computed tomography
(CT), and cardiac catheterization, e.g., CPT codes
14301, 51728-51729, 64490-64495, 75571-75574,
78451-78454.1 These changes were made in response
to perceived errors made in addressing direct practice
expenses (PE) based on the American Medical
Association Relative Value Scale Update Committee
(AMA RUC) recommendations. It is estimated that these
changes will increase reimbursement for the specified
procedures by an average of 16%.2 The corrected PE
RVUs are retroactively effective for all affected services
(suffering average cuts of approximately 36%) since the
implementation of initial Medicare physician fee
schedule reimbursement cuts on January 1, 2010.3
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HEALTH CAPITAL
CONSULTANTS (HCC) is an
established, nationally recognized
healthcare financial and economic
consulting firm headquartered in
St. Louis, Missouri, with regional
personnel nationwide. Founded in
1993, HCC has served clients in
over 45 states, in providing
services including: valuation in all
healthcare sectors; financial
analysis, including the
development of forecasts, budgets
and income distribution plans;
healthcare provider related
intermediary services, including
integration, affiliation, acquisition
and divestiture; Certificate of
Need (CON) and regulatory
consulting; litigation support and
expert witness services; and,
industry research services for
healthcare providers and their
advisors. HCC’s accredited
professionals are supported by an
experienced research and library
support staff to maintain a
thorough and extensive knowledge
of the healthcare reimbursement,
regulatory, technological and
competitive environment.
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Surveyors); Master Certified Business Appraiser (MCBA – Institute of Business Appraisers);
Accredited Valuation Analyst (AVA – National Association of Certified Valuators and Analysts); and,
Certified Merger & Acquisition Advisor (CM&AA – Alliance of Merger & Acquisition Advisors). He
has served as an expert witness on cases in numerous courts, and has provided testimony before federal
and state legislative committees. He is a nationally known speaker on healthcare industry topics, the
author of several books, the latest of which include: “The U.S. Healthcare Certificate of Need
Sourcebook” [2005 - Beard Books], “An Exciting Insight into the Healthcare Industry and Medical
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Mr. Cimasi is the author of numerous additional chapters in anthologies; books, and legal treatises;
published articles in peer reviewed and industry trade journals; research papers and case studies; and, is
often quoted by healthcare industry press. In 2006, Mr. Cimasi was honored with the prestigious
“Shannon Pratt Award in Business Valuation” conferred by the Institute of Business Appraisers.
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